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| lyars, { 9:7.8-] If wee ſay thet wee have #0 ſinne, 


In Dci Nomine, AMEN. 


1 I'hn 1.9, 
| If we confeſſe our ſimnes, bee is fuithfall and juft 


| Fo forgive #5 Or. ſfinnes, and to cleanſe us from all un- 
| righteouſneſſe. 


CSM F we (ay that we have no "nne, wee 
SO Page fone in ſaying ſo: for we give God the 
1 | *X lye, [ver-20.] who by his Prophet harh 
- laid, There is none that doth good, and 
SST {fnncth nor, and by his Apoſtle, *hat 

in meny things we offend al: and we make our ſelves 


there ir mo truth iu ws; who can ſay Thave mad: my | Prov.:e. 
heart cleans, I ans pure from my ſinne 2 If any proud 
Phariſce doth, hee deceives himſelfe, ſaith S. 7oþn. | 
| Norm ſo non dixeris Deo quotes, damnat inte Dems | 
inveniet, if wedeny thole finnes we have, God | 
that ſees rhem will coademne us for them, A vaig- | 
glorious Phariſee his God I thank thee Iam no? as 
ot her men are, extortioners, uzjuſt, adulterers, &c. | 


wilh oc juſtifie as before God . The poore Publi- 
Rs barble confetion> wht a 002 Be mreifult| 
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Confeſs1on of finnes, and 


i RE — 


to me & ſinner, is the onely way to pardon and for- 
»ivencfle. For if wee confeſſe or ſinnes, he is  faith= 
full aud juſt to forgne us our ſinnes, andto cleanſe us | 
from all werighteouſneſſe. Eb 

In which words we have, Firſt, Confeſſag9iF Ne- 
| -- (ſi: atern,wichour confeſſion there's no remiſſion: if 
we confeſſe our ſinnes God will forgive them / nor | 
otherwiſe. Secondly, Confiiſnonis FrudGus, the fruits 
| of confeſſion: firſt,” Condonabit Deas, if wee confeſſe 
F | our ſinnes, God will forgive us our ſinnes. Secondly, 
Purgabit ab omni iniquitate, it we confeſſe our ſins, 
God- will purge us from all iniquity ; be will forgive 
us our ſinnes non imprtendo penam,by remitting the 
puniſhment'due to them, and then pargabit macru- 
lam-inſundendo gratiam,he wil purge us from all ini- 
' quiry by the infuſion of his grace : and that; 1. @«ia 
fidels,ecauſe he tis faithfull, he hath promiſed 7hot | 
who ſo confeſſeth his ſinnes, and forſaketh them, ſhall 
have mercy: ſothar if we confeſſe our fins, his mercy 
will forgive them , will purge usfrom all iniquity, 
becauſe he is faithfull. 2. quia Juſtus, Our bleſſed Sa- | 
viour by his death and ſufferings hath made afull | 
latisfation for all our ſinnes, he hath paidan infinite 
price, for apardon for all thoſe that will confeſſe | 
their ſfins:\o.then if we confefle our fins, he will for- 
give rhem,becauſe he is ju. 

Firſt, of the ficſt part, the neceſſity of Confeſſion: if 
we confeſte, God will forgive, nor otherwiſe; Con- 
feſſion was alwayes the way to Abſolution, and ne- 
| ver.was pardon promiſed, bur upon theſe rermes.3 
{| Levics,s. | we confeſſe. Thus it rarine in the Lim And it ſhall bee 
| when he ſhall be guilty in «ny of theſe things, that hee | 
| ſhalt", 


| 
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a the power of Ibfolut. MS 


ſhall confeſſs that he hatbfipvedin thet thingrand tht 
Prieſt ſhall make an atonement. far him concerning his” 
/inne. Thus here in the Goſpell; If wie confefie our 
ſexes, God will forgiverhem; This // ennſiteamur.im-! 
plycs a 902 vii confiteamar, if wee-confelſe, ourfianer, 
God will forgive chem ,,jmplyes rharunleſGuce 
| confeſſe; God will not forgive. Conditionall;pros. 
| miſes bind not to performance, till the-conditiog | . 
| be fulfilled : and ſuch a promiſe is thispardonhere 
promiſed with. an if, '7f. wee confeſſe,Qf.necethey. | 
therefore we muſt confeſſe,if ever we defirero.ob+ 
caine the pardon promiſed. Dum tacui inveterantur 
oſſa mea,(aith the Plalmiſt: t4cuit,confeſſronem.,. nor | Pllne 3241, 
tacuit miſeriam. He concealed not his miſery, that 
he complained of all the day long,iand birterly too, 
his complaint was roaring;#hrough my roaring all the 
day long: yet all this while he felt no cale,for day and 
ight thy hand was h:avy upon me,and my moiflure js 
like the drought in Summer:quia tacnit confe;ſionem, 
becauſe he concealed his ſins. Atlaſthe reſolves to 
 confeſſe, Dixi,onfitebor;% preſently came a pardon: 
I ſaid I will confeſſe my hw: unto the Lord.ve.s.and ſo 
thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my ſinne., Now vis ut ille 
damnetetu damna;vieut illeignoſcatstw agnoſce,if we 
would have God forgive us, we muſt condemne our 
ſelves;if we would have him pardon,we muſt con+ 
fefſe.And good realon for ir: ſhould we ſin. & have a 
pardon withour confeſling , it could nor ſtand with 
the wiſedome of God, for ſo he ſhould have loſt 
the honour of his.mercy : had he not required of ns 
conf-jſion:m peccatornm, he had never had confeſſes 


| vemr gr atiarum, Gol therefore, that hee migbr be 
g AY: ſare | 
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Confeſſion of ſinnes, 
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'F [= have atthe leaſt the thinne reward of rhanks' 
for his mercy, requires char'we ſhould make known 
| our miſery, before he would ſhew us his mercy; 
that we ſhould confs//e our ſinnes, before he would 
forgs**65 our | Miquiries . Nor will every confeſſion | - 
fervethe rarne. Nor Phorgot's hypocriricall 'con-! 
feſſion, whoin a fit of melancholy, fayes, Theve ſin- 
#ed; but aſſoone as the h:nd of God was remooved, 
ts reſolved to finne yer more:Nor $au/s [light con» 
. | feffror, onely' leſt Somme? ſhould diſhonour him. 
before the people; like ſome in S. AHngaſtins 
time, who confident enough of their owne inno. 
cency, would yer with their neighbours for com. 
pany [ay, forgive ns our treſpaſſes. m_—_— ces 
ſum, ſed qnid difturns ſum ante homines? For their 
righreonfnesthey were of the Phariſees mind,'twas | 
exact enough, they need not cry God mercy, yer | 
becauſe other Publicanes (ay their prayers, they 
are content to fay with them, God bee mercifall 
| anep"Ws ſinners, toavoide the cenſure of pride and 
l arrogance. k3 
| Others againe worſe than theſe, are free enough | 
ro confeſſ> rheirſinnes, but 'its with pride ant plo- 
rying- gy 2" per Inſfum oper antur iniquitaters, 
rhey make a of commirting finnes, and then 
make a jeſt of confeſling chem. This confeffion is : 
worſe rhan their other finnes: for either they think | 
there is no God to regard, which is flae Arheilme; 
or which is worſe, with themin the Pſatme,charhe 
is full as bad-as themſelves, one thar delights as 
mnch roheare rheir impicties , asthey joy cirher 
in ating or confefitngehem.No ſuch confeſſion: oveft 


_ wee 
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} wee make,if wee hope for pardon.; Burt our-con-! 
feiben muſt be berrer- conditioned, r.[tmuſit bee {| 
| humils accuſans nos Ipſos. Wee muſt-accuſe our 
ſelves, not laying the e on others.''2, Ir muſt 
bee peritens & cum dolove, with grief and ſorrow 
for chem. J. Integra & perfetts,wee miſt confeſſe 
all our finnes wee know, not willingly.concealing: 
any. 4. Cum propoſito obediendi, with apurpoſe of 
obedience for rhe time to come. | 
Firſt our confeſhon muſt bee bumilis & econſans| th 
| 20s ipſos, acknowledging not the fat onely;bur the 
guile ; confeſhng nor onely the ſinne; but.confeſtin 
ic to bee our owne. If wee confeſſe our ſinnes, faith 
'the Text. 1. Noſtro peceate,nor nature, ourfinn en, | 
not laying the-blame on Nature. ig. woftra peccnte, | 
non Diabotj,not wich Foeſhifting them off to the Di- | 
| vell. 3.noftrs peccata,v0e Dei,our finnes,not making 
{ God the Author,,. TY. | 
| We muſtconfeſſe ourſiones, vown4tvre,pothay- | 
' | ing the blame on nature. There were ſome in 8. 
«Auguſtin, that when they were convinced of their 
ſinnes,anſwer'd thus for them(elves,vow wirnm ſt de- 
ditms ſum fornicationiquiatalis creatms ſum nature | 
O- fragilitatis ;no great marrer if I have commirced | 
adultery,my naturall inclinationtempred me to Juſt; | - 
and no wonder if I commirc murther, my cholerick | 
diſpoſition forceth mee ro wrarh.Feminervm vox | 
eſt, as S. Terom faith in an other caſe, it isa wo- | 
maniſh excuſe, and a cloake for our florh,to fay, 7 | 
conl4 not refit, the temptarion was ſo ſtrong ; for 


vee miyht reſiſt, if remembring our vow in Bap- | 
| riſme, wee would fight manfully againſtit z and it is | 
not 
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* To wit, in 
Gods gracious 
4J account accor- 
ding to rhe 
rule of the 


Goſpel. 


* Rom.7.17,20, 


"SY 


| [ Confeſsion of fumes; and 


| DOE” Want of ſtrength, butwant of willthar makes | 


bd 
| {| ro Inſt -afeer her. Þp:e bath committed adultery it his \ 
| | rabile defiderinm carnis, ſed ſiquis concupiverit ſe- | 


| cundum voluntetem anime &-conſen 


| implere. quod enpit ,ille adulter. eft. Theſe: natural! | 


| vs rofſinne, bur the finne is? ours by willingly con- 


- | muſt confeſſe our ſinnes 5 accuſing our- ſelves, not 


ks * Devill] 


{ 


' us(beafity vanquiſhed. 'Mezichews eft gui dicit ho-' 
miner peccatuun” vitare non poſſe it wasthe errour 
of rhe 'Manichees to ſay that man could not avoyd 
ſinne. Nos vero didicimns , faith &. Terom, but 

wee have learned from-the_ conſtant. dodrine of | 

rhe Carholick Church , howinew ſemper &- pecca- 
re, &- no peccare poſſe, that at all rimes man ma 
 ſinne, or not ſinne.it hee will. Thoſe narurall luits 
and. «<pailions. which are. unavoidable ; and thoſe 
ſuddairie modonswhich cannot bee prevented;are 
not imputed tous, God-doth not:charge-us with | 
them.” So 'ſaich .S. Chryſoſiorm. in opere imperfeGo, 
upon thoſe words, 1f 4 man lookes. upon @ womgn,| 


heart : © Now fi quis corienpiverit ſerundim. incvi- 


os ftatnens 


luſts axe no ſinnes, At wee: check and ſtopp them 
before they exceed the bounds of 54 6a and 
not untill then are they * counted ſinnes, when we | 
freely. cheriſh thoſe deſires, and.reſolve.to bring 
chem into at. And therefore,when. wee finne,wee 
cannor juſtly accuſe our naturall inclination ,' bur 
our wills :our naturall inclinations. may- incline 


ſenting. + nd therefore if wee willſpeakerruly,we 


our natural] inclination : that-frſt. 'Secondly wee 
muſt confeſſe. our finnes , acknowledging them 


our owne, not puttingthem pon the-Devill ; the 
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| ronfite emnrpeccats noſira nou Die 
our ſinves, not ſhifring them off rothe Dovill:thar 


| 
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Devillmay tempt us, hee cannot force usco finne.s 


if hee could, wee mighr juſtly plead ; they were 


none of ors, but his : bur if the Devilt had ſach 
| power, S. James would never' have faid, Ref? 
the Devil. and he will flre from yok. Tempr-us hee 
may by propounding outward pleaſant objefts' to 
the ſenſes, and tharis Fer etio exterior - againe he 
rempts by inſtilling ſecrer ſuggeſtions, and that is | 
called tentatio interior: ſed ju poteſtate hominis eft'\ 
rentantj non conſeatire , man hath power by the 
grace of God to refift thoſe remprariods, and ris 
our conſent that giveth ſinne che birch, The ſinne 
therefore is not properly the Devils, 'who only 
tempts ror, but owrs who freely conſent and com» 


| mit it. He is ſorieway guilty cfthefinne,becauſe he 
{is a tempter, and therefore had his carſe. for ir, 


Gene, 3.] bur to ſpeake properly wee 'are*the ſin; | 
ners that commir the finne. And therefore the De- 
vills curſe freed nor'Eve of hers, fv. 16] nor miſt 


| wee thinkro excuſe our ſelves by ſayingg The De- 


vill did rempt mee, and I did ear, but fince the 
finne is owrs, wee muſtin wenn #10017 ie; 7 


; if we comſeſſe | 


is the ſecond. ThirdlyWe multconfeſſe er fins nor 
making God the: Anthor. {onfitebor adversus nm: 


|iniquit ate? meas Domino. Pſel: 52. T will confuſe 
| wy ſernernts the Tord, bur againſt myſelf, nov a- 


gaioſt him. 'S. Auguſtin epon'this place complai- 
neth of ſome in his rime. that would confeſſe rheir 
ſinnes, bur againſt —_ againſt themſelnes : 


| B 


when they werecold' of cheir faulesrhey ,wouldre-! 


- - - - IJ - - 
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Eccleſ. 2. 


S.lam.1:14, 


| 


err ee 


| 


| 


KO 


2ly, Deus hoc volwit quid ego feci? God would hav © ir 
ſo, and how could T'help it ? withour his. grace; 


ching without it, what offence do wee commir, 
wherein are wetoo blame ? I wiſh there were nor 
ſome amongſt us of this minde, who though they 
will not in plaine termes, yer per circuitum, in cf- 
fet ſay-full as much : bur ler them. heare what 
'S. Aughſtis ſayes; Licet nil conſequi poſſis ſine miſeri» 
cordia illa quam repellis, potes tamen libere tenere 
 eratians , qu4 retinenda potes evitare culpam ; al- 
though wee cannot of our ſelves ayoyd thoſe 


we would have that grace which would enable us to 
avoid them. No# ideo non habet homo gratiam, quis 
Dews now dat. ſed quia homo non accipit ; and if man 
hath not this grace of God, the want is not in God 
who freely offers, and invites us to irt,. but in our 
ſelves who wilfully refuſe ir , and pur ir from us. 
Idrirco culpa noſfira eſt, quia fugimns gratiamthere- 
fore when we ſinne, Fo 

grace which followeth us, and never leaves us bur 
with grief, Owoties volni &+ nolniſtis | Say not thou 
therefore, Hee hath cauſed ntee to erre ; ſor hee 
heth no ned of the ſinfull man : and let ro,man 
lay, Hee is terypted J God , for God cannot bee 
tempted to evill , neither 


of his owze Iuſts : then when luſt-hath conceived, it 
brings forth ſinne, Since then our luſt conceives 


wes 


wee cannor avoyd firne, and therefore if hee will | 
{not preferve us by his grace, wee that can doe no- 


ſinnes withourthe grace of God, yet wee might, if 


e finne is exrs, who flie that 


tempts hee any man ; but 


every man is tempted , when hee is dranne. away 


' » Confeſsionof finnes, and {| 
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the ſinne, we muſt needs owne-ir, and confeſſe, if | 


—.Þo. 


| rears, David's rivers of water, Mary Magdaten's wee- 


| ſigh from our heart, anda reare from oureyeif we | 


the power of ABJorarton, | - 


wee © onfeſſe rruly that the ſinne is-0#7 4, Gods, | 
accuſing out ſelves;not making God the author:and 
char is the third. The ſecond condition of our con- 


feſſion is , it muſt be penitens & cum dolore. Tt is} 


not enough to ſay, I have ſinned , bur. with 
S. Petey we muſt goe out ind weepe. The Saints of. 
God they did ſo, Jobs eyes powred out teares to God, 
Davids ejes guſhed out afloud of waters, which made 
his bed to ſwim. Mary Megdaten wept teares enough. 
ro make a bath for our Saviours feer;& S. Ambroſe 
relleth us of fome inhis time; thar did ſulrore front? 
lachrymis,ethat furrowed theit facewith their teares ; 
Weeping and teares were then in faſhion. Sozomen 
rells us io bis 7. booke-and 16. chapr, that the pce- 
nicents then'did cam planin & lament atione ſeret- 
ipſos in terra pronos projicere;that rhey lay proftrate 
upon the ground weeping &- ſighing, as unworthy to | 
look up to heaven.til| the Biſhop-came & raiſed the 
up:bur this publick ;Zo,>AGmazis our of taſhis now, 
and 'ewere vaine for me to per{wadeto ir! bur Tob's 


ping are good patrerns for us now. Or ifthar be too 
much, if our etes cannot with fob poure forth rears, 
nor with David guſh our rivers of water, None ſtil- 
labit oculus noſter,ſhall not our eyeafford one drop, 
or twaine?there is noſin ſo ſmall bur would fetch a 


wel conſidered whom it offended : ir greives the ho- 

ly Spirit, and ſhall not wee greive-for greiving him? 
ir made our blefſed Saviour figh, and ſweat, and 
bleed, and die, and ſhall nor we ſigh for it, which 
made him die ? it greives our heavenly farher;nee 


Epl:cl. 4. 


| 


B 2 151 
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|for*thar which makes bim ſorrowfall 2 if wee doe 
nor; ar confeſſion is hot right, nor asit ſhould be, 


ſoars, God will forgive them, but not anleſſe we 


f elxr | 0 innes, na "7Y 


is ſorry for onr offences , and ſhall not we mourve 


and ia vaine do wee hope for pardon, for ſuch a| 
die and dull confeſſion. Ir is true, if we confeſ/e our 


confeſſe, peaitenter & cum dolore, with greif and 
ſorrow : and that is che ſecond condition of true 
Confeſſion, irmuſt be penitens & cums dolore, with 
pricf and ſorrow for our ſinnes. 5 
3-Oue Confeſſion muſt be i#tegre E> perfeFa,we 
muſt not confeſle by halfes,acknowledgeing ſome, 
and concealing others, but freely all that we can 
remember. He that ſaith be hath no ſewne, hath no 
7160 jw bien, Gith S; Tobis : and hee that denyes any | 
ohe finne that hee knowes hee hath commicted, 
hath bur /irtle#ruth in him ; and the God of truth 
will not pardon ſuch as will not ſpeake the truth 
from their heart. All ourſtancestherefore muſt be 
confeſſed; omnis veniclie, omnig mortolia , lo ſay 
the Coſuiſtr : allſinnes of weakenefleall Linnes of 
nano ache all muſt bee confeſſed, if we would 
have God to pardon all. Scio Deam inimicum 
omni crimini > quormodo ergo qui ctimen re- 
ſervat, de alio recipiet veniam ? God is 'an enemie 
fo every ſinne, and will not pardon any if wee 
willingly conceale bur one : his pardon is generall, 
hee neverforgives one ſinne bur he forgives all,and 
our confeſſion muſt bee anſwerable, we muſt con- | 
feſle not one bur all, rhar after diligent ſearch and 


| 


| 


| 


examination wee finde wee have commitred.For 
ſecrerſinnes that have flipt outof our memory and 


cannot 


— IS 


| 


' he power of eAbſolution, 


lac Confeſhon, bur a generall acknowledgement in 


| feare wee have, bur: cannot 'cerrainely bee reſol- 


m_ ———_— 


canno be recalled, God does nor require a particu-| 


grofſe is enough : Lord cleanſe thow mee from my ſe- 
cret ſinnes, wipes off all choſe. Bur the Caſuiſts 
us a caſe, wharif wee bee doubrfull either firſt of 
the fat, whether we have commirredir or not z we 


ved : or ſcoondly ofthe guilt, the fa& we confeſſe, 
bur cannot with all our derermine whether ir 
beea ſinne or not:willingly weewould confeſſe if 
wee thought it were afinne, bur cannot be reſolved 
of that. Shall we now in humiliry downe righe 
confeſſe that we have offended ?No. Dews #02 4g1n0- 
ſeit mendacem iſtam bumilitatem , God likgs not | 
that falſe humility. Cum bumilitatis canſs mentiris, 
hi noneras peccator autequam mentireris, mentiendo 
efficcris quod vitirss. This very confeſſion againſt 
our conſcience makes us ſinners, if we were none ' 
before. What then, ſhall wee deny, ir and (ay,wee 
have not, ſinned ? No , that is full as bad or worſe. 
The Caſniſts give us this rule , ſince the finne is} 
doubtfull.confeſſe ir fo: if wee queſtion the faft,and | - 


Mh—_— 


-| and not wichour ground : for in confeſſion wee are 
| witneſſes againſt our ſelves before the throne of 


cannot remember that, yer feare leſt wee have 
committed it,confefſe it with a // feci,it I have done 
ir, Lord pardon thy ſervant in this thing. Againe, if 
wee remeber the fat, bur doubr of the guilr, and | 
cannot with all our diligence be reſolved whether | 
it were a finne or nor, confeſſe it then with a ſe pee- 
cav3, if itbeafſinne which T have commirted, then 
Lord ber mercifull to mee a finner. Thus they teach 
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| Confeſsion of finnes, and | 
juſtice; and therefore muſt doe, what witneſſes are 
bound to ſpeake, the whole truth, and norhing bur 
therrach, as God ſhall help us. And this is the 
third qualification of our Confeſſion ; it muſt be 5»- 
tegra &> perfe#a, wee muſt confeſſe all our ſinnes, 
pot willingly concealing any. 
| - 4.Our Confcfhon mult be cum propoſito obediendi, 
4 {with a purpoſe of obedience for the time ro come. 
Ch Nor every onethat confefſcrh, bur he thet confeſſeth 
—__ and forſeketh his finnes ſhall have mercy. As 
| ſay nothing, asfay I have finaned,unlefle wee reſolve 
to doe fo no more. N#/ prodeſt homini confiteri, ſi 
mens ab iniquitate non revoretur,tis rtOnopurpoſe to 
confeſſe our ſinnes, unlefſe we reſolve againſt them 
for the furure. And as wee confcfle that wee have 
turned from Grd by finning, ſo wee muſt profeſſe 
our purpoſe. o' turning to God by obedicace, A- 
geinſt thee, thee onely have T ſinned, ſaith the Pſul- 
miſt; there is his confeſſion of his ſin 2 Create in mee 
4 cleane heart, 6 God, and renew arieht ſpirit within 
mee; that ſpeakes his purpoſe of obedience. Lachri- 
lcrem, 31.18 | gpavit Ephraim: there is his contrition 2 Comperte me 

Domine.& convertar.there is his deſire of coverſion 

and obedience. ACtuall amendment,*good workes 
done; theſe are the wothy fruits of penitent Con- 
fefſion, no part of it : but ot» obedi:ndi, a purpoſe 
of amendment, a reſolution of doing good workes | 
is no fruit, but an integral] part of this confeffion. 
And therefore wee never finde any man inthe way 
of Penance confefling his finnes, bur ever his firſt 
queſtion is, @xid faciam ? what moſt I doe 2? S. 
Pawl his fuſt words when he began : Quid oportet 
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the power of Abſo lution. 
me ficere 2 the Gaolers firſt words when hee began 
ro repent ; What ſhell wee doe £fay all the people to 
Saiart Tobe, when they came to the Bapriſme of Re- 
pentance. The light of reaſon promprs ns, that as 
wee have wronged God, and diſpleaſed him by do- 
iog amiſſe , ſo wee muſt endeavour to appeaſe him, 
and make him amends by doing well : As wee have 
diſhonored himby our ſinnes, ſo wee muſt endea- 
vour a reſtitution , and glorifie him by our good 
workes ; and hee confeſſcth norarighe that wants 
this reſolution : for true confeſſion is not wichour 
hearty contririon, and contririen includes a vow of 
obedience. S. Paul reacheth ſo much. Godly 
ſorrow, ſaith hee, operat ur timorem,it workesa feare 
of offending him whom wee greiveto have offen- 
ded already; and operatur vehemens deſiderium, it 
workes an earneſt and hearty defire to pleaſe and 
content him, whom wee ſorrow. that we have dif> | 2 Cor. 7412. 
pleaſed and injured. Here isa feare of denyall,and 
a deſire of doing well, both which make up per- 
fe& obedience, and both theſe in this godly ſorrow 
which worketh reprentance. So then hee that 
feares not to offend, that deſires nor to pleaſe, ne- | 
"yer ſorrowed from his heart, and hee tharthus ne- 
ver ſorrowed, nevertruly confeſſed: for true con- 
feffon implies conrrition, and ſo by:conſequence 
| a purpoſe of obedience. Peccavi,quid faciems tibifitis |, 
the language of eyeryrrie penitenr, T have ſinved, : 
what ſhall T doe unto thee dthou preſerver of men? | Phal, 51, 
if buror offerings were deſired; hee would fpare for 
no_ colt: thou deſireſt' no ſacrifice, elſe would I 
give if thee, If labour and ſervice will content,hee 
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( will refuſe no hardſhip : fac me mercenarinm, (aith 
the prodigall ; Father,T have ſinned, and am wo more 
worthy to bee called thy ſoune , make me 0s an bired 
ſervent, ſer me to task , I will willingly beare the 
| heate andthe burthen of the day to regaine thy loſt 
favour: or elſe dic quid faciam, DomwiveeLert God but 
ſay what he wonld have done, and he is reſolved} 
whatſoever God ſhall command that will he heare | 
and-do. Andrhis isthe lat condition of confeſſion, 
| ic muſt be cam propoſits obediendi, with apurpoſe of 
i obedience. FX | 
8 Thus have we (cence the nature of confeffion, and 
J: by thar learne how to confeſle :-ſed #hi confeſſarins? | 
where's a Confeflor all chis while 2 where is any to! 
take our confeſſions? here is none inthe texto con- 
feſſeto, if we had amindeto ir. None-indeed ex-: 
prefſely named, bur here is one plainly enough de- 
ſcribed,here is ore that can pardon our ſins.that car: 
| purge us from all oar iniquitiesz and to whom can! 
{ we better confeſſe, than to him that harh the power 
1 | of abſolurion ? Would 'you know who rhis He is ?-7 
| even I;(airh God, am he who blotteth out all your ini- 
—_— quities, and that forgivethyour ſinnes: to hit, even 
rohim then let us confeſle:\e ſure, this is neceſſary; 
and no pardon to be hoped for, vnlefſe we confeſſe 
to him ar leaſt, Burt there is another Confeſſor that 
| would not be negleGted. O17 confiters oult., wt inwer, 
niat gratiam., quarat ſacerdoters, ſci:ntem ſolvere &- 
« | ligare, (aith S. Awgnſtin ; He thar would be ſure 
of pardon,let him ſeeke our a Prieſt, and make his 
humble-confeſfion ro him;for God, who alone hath 
the prime and originall- righr of forgiving (innes, : 
Y ; hath | 
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the power of «A bſolution. 


hath delegatedthe Prieſts his Judges here on earth, 
andgiventhem the power of abſolution;(o that they 
can in his name, forgive the finnes of thoſe rhar 
humbly confeſſe unto them. Bur is not this blaſ- 
phemy , (aid the Scribes once? Is it not Popery , 


given in Tob,cap.8.merſe 8. Enquire of the former ge- 
"——— , 4th the Fathers , and they ſhall tell 
thee. | 

Ask then S. Chryſoſtorr, and heare whar heſairth 
in his fifch Homilie , upon theſe words of Eſay, 
I ſaw the Lord ſitting upon a Thrope. What is com- 
parable (faich he) ro the power of the Prieſt, to 
whom Chriſt hath ſaid, What ſoever ye ſhall bind: on 
earth, ſhall be bound in heaven, aud whatſoever yee 
ſhall looſe on earth, ſhall be looſed in heaven. an) Tis 
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Heaven waites and expects the Priefts ſentence 
here on earth : for the Prieſt ſits Indge on earth, 
che Lord followes the ſervant , and whart the ſer- 
vant binds or looſes here on carch.clevs non errante, 
that the Lord confirmes in heaven: words ſo cleare 
for the judiciary formall Abſolution of the Prieſt, 
as nothing can be ſaid more plaine. Pleaſe you next 


| 


o enquire of St. Zerom, Whois ſaid to be the Patron 
that opinion, that holds the Prieſts power barely| 
d&clarative, and ſoindeed, none ar all: yer he ſpeaks| 
home, in his PR ad Heliodorum de vita ſolitaria., 
God forbid, faith he, rhar I ſhould ſpeake a word! 


ſay ſome with us now ? Take the conn(ell thar is 
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amiſle againſt the Prieſts, 93 ſacro ore corpws _ 
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— | conficiunt, that is in the holy Eucharitt; per 
| ques nos Chriſtiani ſumus, char is in Bapriſme s ©; 
claves regni calorum habentes, quodammodo ante dj- 
em judicii judicant , that is by remirtingor rerain- 
ing ſinnes. He that can conſtrue judicant,andunder- 

ſtand what ir ſignifies, needs no comment upon 
the words. Heare nexr what S. Gregorie the great 
faies in his 26 How#l. upon the Golpells, Apoſtol; 
| Principet uu: ſupremi judicii ſortiuntur, ut vice Dei 
quibuſdam piccata retin:ant, quibuſdam relaxent; the 

Apoltles and in them all Fricſts were made Gods 

Vicegerents here on earth , in his name to retaine 

and forgive ſinnes, not declaratively onely, bur ju- | 

 dicially: animarum judices fiunt as be goes on,they 
are made the Indges of the ſoules of men, caſting 
the obſtinare downe to the gates of Hell, by the 
fearcfull power of excommunication, and lifring 
the penitentinto Heaven by the bleſſed power of 
inPfal.;zs. | Abſolution. And he is no berterthan a Novatian thar 
denies fit, faith S, Ambroſe. "I could name more| 

Farhers , as S. Augxſtin, S. Cyprian and others, 

bre 1 ſpare. Theſe I have nam'd, are enaugh togive 

reſtimony of rhe former generation, men too pious 
to be thought ro ſpeake blaſphemie, and roo ancient 

'to be ſuſpe&ed of Popery. Bur ro pur all our of 

| douabr, ler's ſearchthe Scriprures ; looke into the 

20"), of S. Iohn, ver. 23. Whoſe ſozver ſunmes yee re- 

' mit, they are remitted unto them. aud whoſe ſcever ſins 

Je retaive,they are retained : here is plainly a power | 

| of remirting ſinnes granted ro the Prieſt , by our 

bleſſed Saviour, Nor can it be underſtood of remit- 
ting finnes by preaching as ſome expound ir, nor by 


\ 1h F baptizing, | 
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arid Laptize, they could doe long before : bur this 
power of remitring they receiv'dnottillnow, that 


bap:ize before, 'tis plaine. Preach they might, they 


preach, ſaying. ec. and baptize they could and did, 
Iobn 4.2. Though Teſus himfelfe baptiz:d net, but his 


they receiv*'d not t1/] now, (that is after his reſur- 
retion)asappeares,furlt by the ceremony of breath- 
ing, by that ſignifying that then he infas'dtharpows> 
er info them which he bade them receive; and ſe- 
| condly by the word receive, which he could gor 
properly have uſed if they had beene endued wirh 
it before. Sothen irisnor the power of preaching, 


as the Fathers interprerthe place, a peculiar power 
of pronouncing , as Gods deputed Judges, pardon 
and remifſion ro the penicent, apower of ablolving 
| rently confeſſe unto them: a forme of which Abfo- 
lurion ourholy, Mother-the Church, hath preſcri- 
bed io the viſitation of the Sick. He then char :ficnrs 

ſro the Church oi England, or beleeves the Scrip- 
rures, Or gives credit to tae ancient Farhers, cannot 
deny.che Prieſt che power of remi'ting f1nnes: and 
fince he cag ia the name of God forgive vs our (ins, 
co0d realon we thould make our confelſion ro him. 
Surely God never gave the Prieſt this power in 
vaine : he gave it for our benefic, and ev pets that 
we ſhould doe the beſt we canto make uſc of ir, ha- 
| Combos ving 


is,afrer his reſurrection. Thar they could preach and: 


had a licence for it ; S. Mafth. 10,7. As yee gor,s. 


Diſciples. Bur this power of remiſhon in the text, ' 


from finnes, in the name of God all ſuch as peni-. 


biytizing, as others gueſſes: For both thele, preach | 


or baprizing which is here given the Apoſtles, bur | 
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ving ordained in the Prieſt che power of abſolution k 


he requires that we ſhould uſe the beſt meanes we 
can to obraine that bleſſing. Now the only meanes 
to obtaine this abſolution,jis our confeſſion to him. 
The Prieſt may nor, nor cannot abſolve any bur the 
penitent, nor can he know their penitence, bur by 
their outward expreſſion: it is Gods prerogative to 
know the thoughts of the hearr,the Prieſts eye can- 
not pierce ſofarre, he onely reades the ſorrowes of 
our hearts by our outward confeſſion, without the 
which we cannot receive, nor he give the benefit 
of abfolution. Penitentiamigitar agite,qualis agitur 
. - | in Eccleſi2, Contefle as the Church direQs us, con- 
feſſe tro God, confeſſe alſo to the Prieſt, if nor in 
private, in the care, ſince thats our of uſe, ( male 
aboletnr,faith a devour Biſhop, tis almoſt quire loſt, 
the more the pitty; ) yet how ever, confeſle as the 
Church appoints, publickly before the Congrega- 
tion, that ſo we may at leaſt by this reap the grear 
| benefit of abſolution. And if we flight this, heare 
what S. Auguſtin ſaies, Tome. 10. Hom .49. Nemo ſibj 
| dicat, Occulte ago, gots apnd Deum ago, Ec. Ler | 
| no man flatter himſelfe , and ſay, Tcoefoſſe in pri- 
vate #0 God, and God that knowes my heart will: 
pardon me, though I never ar all confefle ro rhe 
Prieſt. Ergo ſine cauſa ditumeſſet, Que ſoloeritic is 
terre, &c. Harh God in vaine (aid, Sf ſeanes ee) 
remit, they are remitted? hath God in vaine given 
the Prieſtthe power of the Keyes? Fruſtramus ergo 
verburys Dei 2 (hall wee by our wilfu!l negle&t goe 
abour'to make void rhe promiſe of Chriſt 7 God 
forbid! If we have offended this way already, pre- 
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| che Iews, Thave ſraned In betraying #hnoctnt loud. 
| Say not then with Cain, My ſenne is 


| Father of mercies will behold us with the eye of | 


picty, will melt us with his grace, embrace us with | 
| nr” a 


the power of Abſoltion. 
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Deniamws Judicinm Dei per confe ome , the one! 
way to prevent the terrible judgement of the bat 


the Prieft. For, if we confeſſe in humility ourfinnes. 
{ with griefe and ſorrow for them; if wee confeſſe! 
| chem faithfuby, not concealing any, and with a par- 
poſe of amending our lives: be our finnes what'tan 


des ſinne as great as ir was, mighthave beene for- 
given if he had confeſſed to his Saviour, as be did to 


ater than can 
be forgiven: for if thou canſt confeſle itaright, ne- 
ver feare forgivenefſe,nnſeſſe thouconceivelt(which 
Is impollibleJthar it is grearer, than cirher the truth, 
or juſtice of God : forif wee confeſſe our ſinnes, hee 
i faithfull , and juſt to forgive ns our finnts , (aith 
the rext. Nor ſay, I have ſinned too often to be for- 
given, Numer 20 oder ef x, the number of 
our ſinnes cannot.exceed his nittcy: if we ſinned a 

chouſand times , confefle as oft , and hee that harh 
commanded us to forgive our brother, as of+ as hee 

ſhall repent,will certainly forgive us, The text is nor 

if we confeſſe once or twice he will forgive us,bur in- 

definite, f we confeſſe our ſims, how great ſoever,how 
often ſocver commirred, be is feithfull and uſt; to 


forgive us our ſinnes. If we with the prodigall cons 


day, is rimely to confeſle our finne to God, and toi]. 


be, they cannot be ſo grear, ſo grievous, bur God | 
will forgive them. S. Ambroſe doubts nor, bur Tw- | 


—— 


felle, Father I bawe.ifinned agrinſt heaven and before 
thee.,and am no more worthy to be called thy ſonnt, the ' 
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